
Proximity tourism in the era of the Anthropocene

Practicing heritage in Nordic cruise communities: 
a perspective of small and medium sized tourism 
enterprises
The purpose of the lecture, based on the theoretical and methodological 
framework of practice theory, tourism innovation theory and the concept 
of sustainable tourism communities, is to understand the role of heritage 
(tangible as well as intangible) in providing tourism experiences for the 
cruise industry in Northern Norway. The presentation will discuss the 
project ‘Sustainable Arctic Cruise Communities: from practice to 
governance’ and will zoom in to the development of tourism experiences 
related to local heritage. One of the advantages of cruise tourism is the 
possibility for cultural encounters and dissemination of local culture. 
However, whose stories get told? It is important to focus on how these 
stories are captured in practices, and staged within the pressures of time 
and space that the cruise industry puts on local communities. The 
presentation critically discusses the relation between cruise tourism and 
local heritage as a tourism product, and how the growth of cruise tourism 
in Northern Norway impacts sustainability in cruise communities. 

This lecture invites discussion about becoming and staying proximate in 
tourism settings. The talk is guided by the planetary thinking that urges 
consideration of how local, site-specific encounters connect to and 
intersect with the wider world. Sustainability scientists, among others, 
are calling for relational ways of being and knowing as the most efficient 
leverage point for human action – ways of being and knowing that 
consider and care for both human and non-human well-being. Instead of 
seeing proximity tourism as a certain type of travel, the idea of proximity 
is understood here as a curious, caring and sensitive attitude toward our 
proximate surroundings, beings and thoughts. Through multispecies 
stories from the Pyhä-Luosto national park in Finnish Lapland, the 
lecture offers an alternative mode of inquiry to macro-level discussion of 
the Anthropocene.

Date and time: 19 October, 15.15-16.45. Room: B24 Campus Gotland

Zoom: https://uu-se.zoom.us/j/65014991725
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